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simply throws out all reasonings drawn from ordinary
human experience. From the teaching and life of
Socrates follow, naturally enough, schools of philo-
sophy, and an impulse which has affected scientific
thought ever since. From the preaching and life of
Mahomet follows, equally naturally, the religion of
Islam. In each case the result is seen to be directly
and distinctly linked on to the influences which gave
it birth, and nothing more than these influences is
wanted, or makes any claim, to account for it. So
M. Renan holds that all that is needed to account for
Christianity is such a personality and such a career
as he has described in his last volume. But the
facts will not bend to this. Christianity hangs on
to Christ not merely as to a Person who lived and
taught and died, but as to a Person who rose again
from death. That is of the very essence of its
alleged derivation from Christ. It knows Christ only
as Christ risen; the only reason of its own existence
that it recognises is the Resurrection. The only
claim the Apostles set forth for preaching to the
world is that their Master who was crucified was alive
once more. Every one knows that this was the
burden of all their words, the corner-stone of all their
work. We may believe them or not. We may take
Christianity or leave it. But we cannot derive
Christianity from Christ, without meeting, as the
bond which connects the two, the Resurrection.
But for the Resurrection, M. Renan's scheme might
be intelligible, A Teacher unequalled for singleness